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thought and practice which, however, were partly due also to
the influence of Islamic civilization on the Christians.1 The
forces which prepared the soil for nationality in Christian Europe
also existed in Islamic religion, civilization and politics, but they
did not develop farther than was possible in a predominantly
mediaeval atmosphere. All believers in the true faith were to
be regarded as brothers and many precepts of Islam admirably
served the purpose of welding all Moslems into a great fraternity.2
Nevertheless, inequalities of sex and status were not abolished.
Moslems could be slaves, and the position of women was far
from equality with men, and often assumed a degrading character.
The brotherhood of the believers transcended the boundaries of
nationality, but Mohammed did not preach the brotherhood of
all men. His teachings formed a creed for enthusiastic warriors;
Jews and Christians were to be tolerated, but had to pay tributes
and were later subjected to humiliating discriminations. Pagans
were to be given the choice of conversion or death. The prophet's
utterances about other peoples and creeds varied greatly under
the changing impulses of his fiery, warlike temperament and his
milder feelings. In the second surd, for instance, he rejects all
coercion in matters of faith, and in the fifth he declares that
God has given to every people a separate law and an open road
to salvation, and that, therefore, all peoples should try to surpass
one another in good works. Yet other utterances (for instance,
surd nine) breathe a very different spirit. On the whole, how-
ever, Islamic rulers have in the past been more tolerant towards
other religions than the powers of Christianity, though partly for
reasons of policy.
Islam was not an offspring of Arabic traditions, but through
the personality of its founder it became intimately connected
with the Arabian people. The eruptive expansion of the Arabs
over many countries was primarily actuated by their striving
for wealth and power, not by religious motives. But the new
faith gave the tribes a national cohesion, and intensified their
fighting ardour to the highest degree. It was declared the duty
of a Moslem ruler to reduce all non- Moslem states to subjection
by force of arms. Death on the battlefield opened the road to
paradise.
The Arab State, especially under the Omaiyad dynasty, can
in some respects be called a national one. Each Arab tribe had
1 Cf. especially C. H. Becker, Islcamstudien, 1924, p. 386, For the general character
of Islam, cf. D. Margoliouth, The Early Development of Mohammedanism, 1924 ; Horten
In Religion in Geschxhte und Gegenwari, vol. iii, 19x9, under " Islam ".
1 Cf. T. W. Arnold, The Preaching of Islam, 3rd ed., 1935, p. 416.